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Street address
City, MB  Postal code

Date

Darrell Ouimet
Manitoba Conservation
Environmental Assessment and Licensing Branch (EALB)
Suite 160, 123 Main Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 1A5

Re:  Public Registry File #5548.00, Hay Point Peat Mining

Dear Mr Ouimet,

As a cottager at Grindstone Provincial Park, I wish to register my opposition to the proposed peat mining at the Hay Point Bog (#5548). 

I believe the following: 
· Parks are dedicated to the people of Manitoba and mining activity does not support the vision of healthy ecosystems and recreational value. 
· Mining a natural area within a provincial park will damage and destroy valuable natural habitat that will not recover to its original state. 
· Parks need to be permanently protected to safeguard ecosystem services and wildlife habitat for threatened species like the woodland caribou.
· Banning new mining claims will demonstrate government commitment for park protection. 

Specifically in relation to cottaging at Grindstone, the proposed peat mine poses serious risks for individual cottagers and the natural setting and environment of the Park, as follows: 

1. Traffic and safety issues on the Grindstone Road: 
a. The one gravel access road into the Park was not constructed for continuous use of semi-trailer traffic.  Pre-existing conditions of extensive wash boarding at “mile 3” entrance to the park would be worsened by heavy truck traffic. 
b. Dust from large vehicles would make the road dangerous for cottagers and dust control limits the grading that could be done on the road, making the road even more unstable and rough for passenger vehicles. 
2. Fire safety: 
a. With only one road to access over 400 cottages (including some permanent residences), the danger of fire is of major concern to me.  Manitoba Conservation has expressed this concern (see The Winnipeg Free Press, January 12, 2012), as our cottages are considered downwind from prevailing winds during the summer months when peat would be harvested.
3. Environmental issues:
a. Lake Winnipeg is the most endangered great lake in Canada, with disconcerting water quality issues.  Peat bogs are a natural water filtration solution, which improves the health of the lake.  The recently enacted Save Lake Winnipeg Act banned more peat quarry permits.  We should not allow this project, only a few hundred meters from the shores of Lake Winnipeg to proceed.
4. Peat is an important component of the natural environment: 
a. Peat bogs are huge carbon sinks. Mining them results in biological processes that convert the sequestered carbon to atmospheric carbon dioxide and hence, increase global warming. The destruction of peat bogs is a huge contributor of atmospheric carbon dioxide and hence to global warming. 

I respectfully request that the proposed peat mine in Grindstone Provincial Park be denied. 

I look forward to your response.

Sincerely, 


(your name) 

